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NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



THE ADMINISTRATION AND HAW An. 

The Constitution of the United States, in the first section of Article 
XIV., declares that " all persons born or naturalized in the United States 
and subject to the jurisdiction thereof are citizens of the United States;" 
and in the first section of Article XV. that "the right of the citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States 
or by any State, on account of race, color, or previous condition of servi- 
tude." Up to this time we have found in our naturalization laws and 
treaties a shield for the American ballot box against Asiatics. 

Neither treaties nor naturalization laws will serve for this object if we 
annex Hawaii and make it a part of the territory of the United States. All 
persons born in Hawaii after annexation would be born on American soil, 
and their right to vote — all males possessing the same qualifications as 
other males, black and white, born in the United States — could not be 
abridged by the United States or by any State. 

Either we should have to deport after annexation the entire Asiatic 
population of Hawaii born in the islands, or, on reaching voter's age, the 
legally qualified would have to be admitted to the ballot on equal terms 
with the white Europeans and Americans in the islands. 

Neither the Executive of the United States, nor Congress, nor the 
Executive and Legislature combined can set aside the Constitution. 

After annexation migration of American citizens of Hawaii, of every 
race and color, will have to be free and unrestricted to every State and ter- 
ritory of the United States. After annexation legal voters of Hawaii, of 
every race and color, will be constitutional voters in every State and Terri- 
tory of the United States. 

Thus the detested and dangerous Asiatic must reach the American 
ballot box if Hawaiian annexation is to become an accomplished fact. 

It is true that native-born Hawaiian American citizens, with voters' 
rights, cannot arrive thus in practical American politics for nearly another 
generation, if the projected and pending treaty becomes law. But the 
issue must be faced now. Is the nation prepared to accept it and its full con- 
sequences? It involves the writing of an absolutely novel chapter in 
national and international history, more momentous than the American 
Civil War and its political, economic, industrial, and social results. 

In a spirit, therefore, of wisdom, of patriotism, and of statesmanship, 
has President McKinley deferred definite consideration of the proposal of 
Hawaiian annexation. Let the administration wait for the mandate of the 
nation. Give the nation time to reflect J 
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According to the latest statistical returns the population of Hawaii con- 
tains : 

Chinese 15,301 

Japanese 12,360 

Natives, kin with the Maories 31,136 

There is no restriction on Japanese immigration. The slight restriction 
on Chinese immigration has proven effectual only in a limited degree. 

The voting category, to be added to ours, therefore, as a consequence of 
Hawaiian annexation, will comprise Chinese, Japanese, Polynesians, 
Maories and numerous other hybrid human varieties. They may be voters 
in every part of the United States, as well as in Hawaii, if Hawaii becomes 
American soil. Is President McKinley, is the Republican party, ready for 
this responsibility ? 

LONGSTELD GOBMAN. 

A NEW BUSINESS ALLIANCE. 

Does the East realize how rapidly it is losing its hold on the business 
interests of the prairies ? Does it know that the West and the Southwest 
are joining hands, not politically hut commercially, in the formation of new 
trade relations that mean the hardest blow to the traffic of the Atlantic slope 
that it has ever seen ? It is so. 

A third of a century ago Texas was further from Kansas and Nebraska 
in a business sense than it was from Europe. One day an energetic cattle- 
man laid out a trail across the 200 miles of Indian lands separating the com- 
monwealths, and for a time they were almost one. Great herds were driven 
up from the ranches of the Southwest to the northern shipping and feeding 
stations. Then the trade fell off, and both sections looked to the East again. 
Events are bringing about another business alliance between them, but this 
time the tide of traffic is southward. 

Corn sold during the winter in Northern Texas for 36 to 45 cents; 
in Kansas, 450 miles away, it was worth 8 to 13 cents, and the farmers 
were complaining because with an abundant crop they could not 
get cash enough to pay their taxes. This sort of a condition has set the 
people to thinking, and the result is a demand for closer trade relations 
between the North and South and the promise of a business revolution. 
The entire Western Mississippi valley is looking to the Gulf of Mexico as an 
outlet for the vast granary of the plains. The legislatures of Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Texas have appointed commissions to consult on the feasi- 
bility of an interstate railroad to be built and operated by the three govern- 
ments, and there is an ever increasing stream of business flowing Gulf- 
ward. Perhaps the never-ceasing abuse of the "plutocratic East," the 
" Wall Street sharks," and the "millionaire robbers," with which the Popu- 
list orators have regaled their audiences through six campaigns in every 
schoolhouse, has had some influence in awakening public sentiment, but the 
hope of better prices for crops has been the more potent factor. The farm- 
ers have seen the prices of their products decrease and the payments on 
their bonds and mortgages remain as before; they have "flggered " on the 
freight charges to the seaboard and have realized why their old-time neigh- 
bors " back East " received so much more for their labor; then they have 
clamored for a nearer market. They have seen in the Gulf an export point 
500 miles nearer than that of the Atlantic slope. By reason of this shorter 
haul they think they can thus secure better prices for grain. That is, in 



